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. _YOUTH ACTTVITIES IN THE HIGHLANDS

The terms of reference of this investigation were:

(1) To find cut the number and the names of organisations
(and the names and addresses of office bearers) which
are catering for young people's (especially school
children's) activities in this field divided if
possible into (a) Highland organisations (b)Scottish
organsiations outside the Highlends and (¢) U.K.
organisations;

(2) To f£ind out (a) what kind of activity each organisation
sponsors (b) what kind of young person does each catber
for {c) where they operate in the Highlands; and (&) if
posgible, the source of their funds;

(3) To bring out a comprehensive list setting forth the
information collected together with such explanatory
report as may be necessary; and

(4) To express an'opinion, or recommendation, as to the
potentislities for an extension of opportunity for
youth activities in the Highlands on the initiative
of the Board,

Principle Recommendatibh

The most 1mportant recommendstion made as a result of this
investigation is that the Board should without delay commigsion
o research study into Highland and Island education and into
the education provided in Scandanavia and other regions facling
gimilax problems‘

It is suggested that'youth activities cannot be con51dered
separately from educatlon of which they are increasingly
a part,

Thls book is to be returned on or before
the last date stamped below.
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P@@M YOUTH ACTIVITIES IN THE HIGHLANDS.

The 1nfomm@tlon requlred under (1) and {2} of the terms of
reference of this investigation has been obtained but it has
become apparent that the listing of all such information under

(3) would take much tinme and sexve little useful purpose. If

such a comprehensive list is regquired it can casily be compiled
from the correspondence with those listed in Appendix A within the

Youth Activities in the Highlands file (Wo. 671

‘In an endeavour to compress an exceptionally broad field intc.a .

report sufficiently brief to be readable it is quite inevitable
that a number of conclusions will be given baldly, but the author
of this report is prepared to offer justification in greater detail
eithor to the Board as a whole or to any individual member of the
Board for any of the opinions expressed or recormendations made.

It became clear quite early on in the work that nany soclal consid-
orations not directly comnected with youth but more with connunlty .
llfe within the region were of relevance to this survey. -

Ybuth activitices within the nghlanas and Isiands have been roughly

divided into Recrestional, Physical and Character Training and -

Adventure, Bducstional, and Voluntary Service and Fxperimental. It

- is quite obvious that these are broad headings; that almost all

' these activitics have an educational and sccial element; that meny

- not considered under Character Training and Adventure will contribute
both character training and avanture, that there is a large field -

“of adult endeavour within the region in which young people partlclpate,

in fact, that thé headings are arbitary and that o different set of
headlngs and lelSlonS might have been: Just as approprlate. . i

{a) . RECREATTONAL

jﬁbst of the orgnﬁisations active in the régién.alréadyffeceive'some
.governnent and local authority support, The Seottish BEducation

Departnent nake grants varying frenm 1/5 1o % of“the Scottish head~
quarters expenses of such organisations ass  the Boy. Scouts; ‘Boys

‘Brigade, Girl Guides, Girls Brigade, Y,M.C.A,, Scotiish Asasoeiation

of Boys Clubs, Scobtish Association of Youth Clubs, etc.; the Depart- .
nent of Agriculture and Fisherics for. Scotland do the same for the

" Seottish Association of Young Farmorts Clubs; the Ministry .of Dofence

alnost entirely finances the Army Cadet Corps and the Air Training
Corps and asgsists the Navy League to finance the Sea Cadet Corps.
The Scottish Council of Physical Recreation and the Scottish Youth

Hostels Association, which are also grent aided, are congidered in

the next section.: -In addition youth activities are also currled out

K by'Churohes, the Salvatlon Army and An Conunn Galdhealachg-

Mony local clubs are . basad on schools, ohurches or village centres,
it is quite clear that which orgenisation is dctive in any. ohe.

Jeormmnity depends more on the interest of some enthusiastic and

public spirited individual than on the natire of: the orgahisation.
This is particularly noticeable in the nore sparsely populated areas
but even between ary cadets, air cadets and eea cadets there is
almost always onc predoninant organisation in any area and this
depends more on leadership than on the individual interest of '
nembers in land, sea or air.

It is o 1ittle difficult to see what general assistance the Board can
give to ald these Recreational activities which are further consider-
ed under (c) Bducational. The 1964/65 Annual Report of the Scottish
Standing Conference of Voluntary Orgqnlsatlons suns the situation up
when it writes:

“Schools/




GOVERHMENT ASSISTANCm TO ORGANISATIONS WORKING WITH YOUTH IN SCOTLAND
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ORGANISATIQNv e

| 'Boy écduts

Boys Brigade

Girl Guides

" Girs Brigade o
WOA (Scottish) ¢ -

Air Training Corps

. Army CadetCorps

Sea Cadet Corps

Scottish Ass. of Boys -Clubs

Scottish iAss. of Young
Farmers Clubs

Scottich Ass. of Youth Clubs

‘Scottish Counci;fof‘Physical
Recreation h

Scottish Girls.Training Corps

VHCA'S Scottish National
Council

Scottish Youth Hostels Ass.
An Comunn Gaidhealach

Scottish Council of Social
Service

CAGES. © TOTAL TNOOM  GOVERNMEND

{8 - Scottish’  GRANT
N = National) :

£16,000 - 83,450

s
12 - 19 N £59,000 £3,885
Th - 21 5 £14,200 £2,500
7-19  5£3,420 . £ 980
- . $£9,350 £5,;000
13% - 20 - - 100%
14 - 19 - 100%
12 - 18 - _ 100%
14'- 18 8 £11,590 £6,250
14 ~ 26 8§ £17,000  £5,500
14 - 18 S £11,350 £6,500
over 14 S £100,650 . - -£52,000
13 - 20 - S .
- - £950
- - £5,000
a5 £26,600 £9,000

- o E M M ey m M om oam e M dm e AR e em e oA

foéé%tish Bducation Department Grants to Headquarter ExpenéQSfbf”Yhuth
Organisations Total ~ £40,000 e : D

The Hcottish Education Department also made capital grantg of £250 000
towards bulldlng sohemes COStln& £700, OOO

Local Educatlon Authority grants to youth act1VLt1es total ;;"i£230,000
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St - and voluntary organlsatlons to worthwhile individual endeavours in
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"Schoolg are becoming more and more outward looking and
cormmunity minded. The whole pattern of Youth Service will be
altered when in 1970 the school leaving age is raised to 16
and another age group of adolescents come within the-gchool
gates, We need a conbinuous reassessment with emphasis. on
quality rather than quantity. Time is not on the side of the
voluntary organisations but there is a great fund of goodwill
for them and they would be helped to make a valuable contrib-
ution if they showed a willingness to keep abreast of the necds
of the times. .

. Cne specrflc.request for hely which might be borne in mind is that

the Ammy Cadets would like to find an area to camp where they can

‘organise adventure training and can make loud bangs without fear of
disturbing other people or game. Another is that the Inverness Girl
Guides are looking for a suitable bulldlng or disused sohool with a

~little space ag a camplng area.

PHYSICAL AND CLﬂRACTFR TRAINING AND ABVENTURE

There are four establashments g1v1ng phy31cal and adventure tralnlng
in the ‘Highlands.and Islands. They ares The Scottish Ooun011 of
Physical Recreation Centre at Glenmore Lodge (which recéivés a grant
of oyer £50,000 from the -Scottish BEducation Department to meet an

- expenditure of £100,000); The Outward Bound Trusts Moray Séa-School,.

90

10.

which is both self sunportzng and well hooked throughdut “the yeax for
26-~day courses cogting £45 for up to 100 boys per course; The Toch H.

Loch Eil. Centre which is run by the Dulverton Trust giving 21-day

cqurses costing £30 for up to 60 boys; and The Dockland Settlements
West Highland School of Adventure giving 26-day courses costing £45
for up to 60 boys (and, on one experimental course, girls) which is
virtually run by Major John Willg. It is of 1nterest that Lord
Ixlverton and Major Wllls are brothers., _ _

These establishments are brlng;ng_young peoPIe into the region and
are serving a most useful purpose in the television age. The Wardens
of both Glenmore Lodge and the West Highland School of Adventure have

indicated that they believe too few young people from w1th1n the Board's

region are making use. of their establishments,

It mlght be ugeful for the Board to ;ndloaté'their support of the four
schools, two of which have vacant places in most of their courses.

The Duke of Edlnburgh's Award has stimlated members of many school

- . physical and character training within the Highlands and Izlandg as
- glsewhere in Britain. The activities of the Scottish Youth Hostels

12.
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Agsociation, of the National Trust and of the Schools Hobridean
Society also all have scme element of adventure ‘and inltlatlve
tralnlng.

In a memorandum 1o the Chairmen of the'Board aated 1st December the
Secretary of the S.Y.H.A. indicated-some gaps in the youth hostel

chain they would like to f£ill, It might be helpful if the Chairman

was to write a letter to the proprietors of, in partlcular, Moidart,
Knoydart, Applecross, issynt, Fairburn and Mullardoch estates . asklng

 for their co-operation. A summary of the S.Y H. A requests and o
‘suggested letter is: appended a8 Appendix B. -

The Natlonal Trust for Scotland s three adventure camps., - Oné, at
Brodick in the Isle of Arran, has a field officer available; accepts

-group bookings for one weck or more; and has & programic equally

divided between work projects and: recreation. .- The work progccts are
devoted to. bracken cutting, rhodondendron clearing, tree pruding,
litter clearing and similar useful development and maantonahce taskpo
The other two Camps at Klntall and, Balmacara, used to be *lin ‘on
31mlla:/ :
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.- similar lines: t6 Brodick but the cost was foo great and they now
" accept group- bookings for one week. or more and assist those who
" want to do voluntary work to find ‘such werk in the area. These

camps are 1ot however staffed’ any longer and so group leaders have

':to'uocopt full respon81blllty for the runnirig of thﬂ cComps . _ "

14,
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The Schools Hebrldean Society organlsep cxpeditions in the Hebrides (
and on the adjoining West Coast. Its expeditions in 1966 arcs-

aged 164 years and over -~ Lewis, August 23 to September 9.

15 - 16} years .- = Harris, July 27 to August 11,

14 - 15} yeaxs - Jura, July 27 to August 11,

13 - 14% yemrs Colonsay, August 12 - 27.

These eapedltlons appear well concelvod and- led and they carry out
surveys and investigations. Last year the Isle of Scarp was survey-
cd and a study made of its Botany, geomorjhology, weathor, Lo
hydrography and seals. The younger camp in Jura climbed mountains
and studied the industries and caves of the island. A% Raasay a
study was made of croftlng, fishing, geoclogy, fossils and weather
and .the party sailed and canoced on a sea loch. While at Morven the

. area .was mapped and -surveyed, the ruins of an old crofting township

was studied and the party went canoceing. All the cxpéditions made
a clasgified list of birds secen. S .

The Ghaliméh of ﬁhe ooclety;'who is a master at Manchester Grammar

'School hac asked the Board to assiszt him in finding useful work to

do. _
EDUC&TIONAL -

(1) Within the Reglon ' ' : } .

-Many of the ct1v1tles ligted in the oarller two ucctmns are
suppotted direetly or indirectly at a local level by Education . v ,

' Authorities. (See Appendix C). Inevitably and correctly many of

- the youth activities for children of school agé are centred on the

local school; and in many cascs this may continue after the boy or

- girl leaves school. The concern of an Educatbtion Authority should’
" Be $0 turn its children into balanced aduli members of the commmity
‘of which they will eventually form a part. Its succeszs ought to be

measured not only by its ability to. educate thé abler children im

" skills many of which are foreign to and csannot be: practised within

the region but also by its ability to impart $o both the bright and

‘the dull a knowledge of and an interest in their home environment.,

The problems facing the Region are such that onily if children are

tanght about them and how in their leisure pursuits to take adventage

of their own local amenities are they likely to face the challenge of
developing a viable life within the region. There is little evidence

so far that Highland Education Authorities rcgard leisure activities

‘for children s an essential part of education, or of ‘enthusiasn to
_exporiment with 1mag1nat1vo schemes of out door cducmtion or field

study centres. It is parbticularly noticeable that most time and
effort iz devoted to devoloping youth activities and clubg in the
arcas where most children: of secondary school: age-are found for most
of the year. These areas, due to the centralisation of education by
the use of hostels, are in the larger towns or islands - in fact in
the more densely populated areas. Thus for two thirds 6f the year

' the Tural areas are deveid of children of secondary school age and

”ithe organlswtlon of the gregarious form of: young persons activity
which the modern adolescent demsnds <is well nigh impossible, and the y

concentration of adolescents,-and in particular the more able adoles-

coents, in hogtels in Lerwicl, Kirkwall,: Stornaway, Dornoch snd

Golspie, Dingwall, Stornowsy, Inverncss, Fort Williom, Oban, Campbell~ _ .
tow? and Dunoon is contributing to a lack of community life elsewhere.

The
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- The Honorary :Dircctor of Community Service Volunteers writes
- "Surely the heart of the problem in the Highlands and Islands

is to involve local people in activities for the benefit of
thelr ovm commmity. I feel strongly that we need to think
of youth activities that will mean- somothing to young people -
in the Highlands and Islands, not just for a few weeks only.
during the holidays, but throughout the year. Because of
geographical and other factors, I would feel that we musk
aszociate meny of these activities with the local schools., I3
is the gchool which brings the young people together.”

It was only possible to reply "I fear that, in the edusation of
our teachers and education authorities, we in the Highlands and
Islands have a long long way to go. But it must be remembered
that, under our present educational organisation, based on counties
whose: boundaries-were. governed by the baronial sguabbles of 200
years- ago,- many -comminitics are utterly drained in term tlmo of
scnool chlldren over prlmary school age." S

From the Pr1n01ple Lecturer in Soclal Btudy at Moray house College
of Education comes the same idea as from Mr. Alec Dickson. IHe

states that the number of posts for youth workers in the Highlands
and-Islands are fewer, and the salaries offered lower, than else~

where in Scotland. He continues "Unless young peoplc are provided

with a commmity of well-being, of life and intewest then they will
not remain in their home aress. The solution, in my opinion, is
more .activity by education authorities %o p%ov1de youth: centres and

'f.:31m11ar facilities, with an emphasis on social provisicn. In rural

‘areas such centres will be centralised in pockets of population and

it 'would seem to me that the development of the ‘building of youth
and commmnity wings on to Secondary Schools is a atep ln the ‘right

- «direction."

Migs R. Ann Mackay, B.D., Orgnnlscr foir Senior Ybuth (Clubs and
Fellowships) of the Church of Scotland who worked until recently in
the nghlandu, makes the same po;nt as ur. Asnloy._

'W@'own view is nhnt the real lack is: cne ‘of- leadershln ¢mther
thon opportunitics. 3By thisg I mean that such opportunltles as
exigts are not being utilised to the full because the majority

. of the communities are drained of 0 many of those peopld -
:both from among the youth themselves, and the adults interested
- in young folk - who have the imagination and 1n1tlat1ve to
;devolop the potentlal facilities™,

.1h a. vory thoughtful and constructlve lotter tho Dlrector of An
' Comunn Galdheqlaoh wrlt03°- . :

' "There iz a deflnlto lack of soclal and recreatlonal nct1v1ty

in West Highlend areas whercby the inmterest of youth can be
channeled to productive effert and maintained at a consistent
level over a period of years. This is largely due to the fact
" that the potential leaders of the community have to leave the

. ares both for schooling, University and to follow caregrs.
Such: as return have little expericnce of organising soolal
activitics and although the.inclination moy be there it has _
to be developed. There is g great deal to - be done in develop-
ing innate lecadership and projecting a serse of pride in _

: Haghland commpnities and the Board could wery well initiate
this: as part of the ovorall gocial plan.

Any leaderghlp whloh could be developed will be among
~Junior Scecondary 3chool leavers because they are the people
who are likely to-stoy and contribute to development. -The
Educational system does 11ttlo to fostér in them pride or

interest/
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that at prosent, epart from a little local history, the teaching of.
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-~ interest in their own activities or in their local histoxry or
- loeal industry and this would zeem to be one of thé first
requirements. " B S

He suggests: ~ that a study be made of Scandanavian folk schools;

which, though encouraged by L.B, 4.8 is often more honoured in the
breach than in the observance, there ig a grave lack of study of the
arts, crafts, traditions, geography and history of the region; that
this is partly because teochers have been either trained at colleges
in the South or brought from ofher areas; and that this wealness

-points to the need of a Highland Collcgo of Educatlon whlch might

grow inte & nghlwnd University;

From all thb ev1denﬂe gatherod from Fdnc tlon Author1t1es in the

soven crofter sounties. emerges a conviction that all is far from
well in the education and organisation of the asctivities of Highland
and Island youth, There energes a conviction that far too much
continucs to be done because "wo have always done it that way" and
that the time for change ig ovérdue. S ' e

In the next section, on educational activities of c~choolﬂ outgide the
region, will be found two examples of imaginative use of fthe resources
of the Highlands in education. .The warden of Glenmore Lodge wrote

T feel sirongly about the expansion of opportunities which exist in
the Highlands for young people out-of-doors. There is still a strong
body of opinion which argues that since country folk live ocubeof-
doors ~there is no neced to provide then with expensive facilities or
training. T believe the reverse to be true, These are just the
people who need to be shown how best to enjoy their superb natural
environment". Tt is svbnitted that this comment on physicel educat-
ion and recreation is equally appropriate to general education. That
the creation of a course of Highland Studies to be a G.C.E. subject
should be the ambition of a Grecnwich headiaster (see paragraph-4l)

“and not the ainm of any Highland oducation suthority is a tragedy.

24.

In censidering Sceretarint Paper No. 59 on Comprehensive Schools the

Board agreed to rofer the questions raised in it to the Consultative
Council for their consideration:and advice., The. preseﬂt time of

change in the National policy on education, with the raising of the

.. school leaving age approzching, scems particularly appropriate for a
 bold and detached examination of education within the Region. Without

23
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doubt a study of the organisation of ecducaticn. in Worway and Sweden,
Nova Scotia and perhaps Hewfoundland should be carried out as o matter
of urgency. This background knowledge ought to be available before
the proposed meeting with Education Authorities and Chief Inspectors-
of Schools takes place, and until this is done, it is well nigh
impossible to suggest how youth activities by nghland youth can be
cxtended on the initidtive of the Board.

Jt is submitted thot the. Board WOuld be wise to avoid involvement in
the existing set-up but that, instead, as a matter of cxtreme urgency,
it should institute a research study into Highland and Island cducat-
ion, of which Youth Activitios are an esgential part, It iz subnitted
that this giudy should be independent of all ox1st1ng ﬂuthorltles and
that 1ts terma of roference masth be very wide,

Proxossor Nisbet, Professor.of Eduecation at Aberdeen University is
guoted in a letter to the Chairmen from Me, G. Mackiec, at that time
M.P. for Caithness and: Sutherland, as believing that "education, cert-
ainly up to the age of 15, comparable toe and, in fact, better than
gducation in large suburban sccondary:schools can be provided in small
rural groups if the trouble is token to gob-up the facilities required,
These, facilitics. include ‘smvell;l.nb tea chors, laboratorlos, films,
short wave radio, ete.'t . : :
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Tt could be that the extra cosgt of guch facilities would be far

‘loss than the social and économic cost of denying them and only

a proper 1ndopendent study can enswer such a question.
EDUCATTONAL {Continiied)

(2) From outside the region

(a) UhiVQrsit? ;,

Consideration was given in *hp last section to youth activit-

ies. carried out by young. people living within the vegion. This

section now congiders. activitics within the Highlands and

fulﬂlqnds of those who 1&ve outs:du the . region.

'29.

.ﬂs nlght be 0}:peotod, tho Unlver51ty of Aberdeen being the

only British University Nerth of the Granmpians, takes a close
interest in the Board's region. Al Tarradale House, Muir of Ord,
they run o field centre which endeavours to creste an interest in
the study of Highland affairs., They have interpreted their -

" endowment  to include partlos from schools and hod there. as

- visito¥s schools from. Sutherland; Banffshire, Aberdeen and a

nnrmer of places in.the South of England... There is no Instructor

‘2% Tarradale . House. because most of those uulng the centre hav

U gems particular interest such os Botany, Geology or GGOSTLPhY

31,0
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and prefer to rake thelr own academic mrrangcnents.

jgrdfessor 01Dell weites:=

:"I feel there could well be an - oxten81on of suoh faClllthS

""for ‘the Highland arca, and it ¢ould be, prov1ded tnelo is not a

foollsh rultiplication of fﬁClllthg, useful chain of field
¢enbres. | Kindrogan House, -Perthshire, Str&fhpeffor Hotel and
Carbisdale Castle have all been used for such field centres.
. e, ourselves, have Jhad parties in Shetland akso snd have long
;felt that there could be some comordination .of. gehool. resident-
ial facilities open.to out31ders, on.thg lines of Balmacara
' Houso, where one “bofﬂebn achool sent a party lest Bession. A
. chaih could well be: set up at. centres such as Shetlzndg Oxkney,
ﬂ_.Lew1s/Harr1s, the is»ynt country, and s0-on, -

we have found thnt one of tho @rcmt “ssots of Tﬂrrad
House ig that 1t is extromely well placed for a variety of
terrain for people who are studying physical or human .condit-
ions, with a variety of landscapes which may be studied with
- relatively. short journcys, whereas a-cembre such as Kindrogan,
. has congiderable distances of similar terr11n to cover before
,they cono to- dlfferent onvxronmant "

Tho &lS“UYHntng of thls pr0posa1 lles 1n po alble dupllcstlon of
the chain of youth hostels and in the difficulty of meking
sufficient use of outlying centres outside the populor spring to

autunn seﬁsoﬁ._ But it is worthy'of consideration; S

Edlnburgh Unlvcralty stuaent clubs opgrwtlng in- the reglon 1nclude
the Canoce Club,_whloh has canced on the Caledonizn Canal,. the

I&mntalnoerlng Club, who climb in Glencoe and-owm & bothy ot Glen-
lichd in Kintail, and the Ski Club, who ski both in'the Cairngorns

. and’at Glenshee.- The University are building o £30,000 pernanent

"33,/

Field Centre at Firbush Point, Killin and this will be-in-
oporation this year., The centre, accommodating 40, will ‘be used
during the week for field studies in geography, geology, botany,
zoo~0logy ete. and at weditcends and throughout wvacations as-a .
cerntre foxr OTpOdlthH“EY sports - canceing, mountaincering, riding,
gki-ing on Bon Lawars and dinghy esailing on Loch Tay.-
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: Edlnburgh UnlvorSJty Qtudents expressod tho neods thoy f901 most

keenly og°

(a) Bxtension of the ski grounds, access roads. and accommodation
(nowever spartan), pa rtlculﬁrly in the CALIBNGORM area 2nd to
the NORTH facing corries in the Ben Lawbru axed.

(b) Provision of caimm-narked through routbs along and across the
nountains, with rcconditioned crofts or-purpose-made high
level bothics for shelter. . )

(c) Planned integration of nse of inlond water arens (lochs and
rivers) and ACCESS fo thom, subject to adequate bub consider-
ably recloaxed condition of ontry - if necessary confined to
orgenised and responsible partics in the first instonce - by
private and public bodies concerned, whether individual’ land-
~ owners-or (fox exenple) hydro- clectric, water ooard or for-
© egtry interests.

The University of St. Andrews Student & Réprescéntative Council have
forvarded a scheme to the University Grants Commitice. to-cstablish
a field centre somewheore in the Highlands, not oo distant from St.
Mindrews, bul this is not yet an authorised progect. Should per-
nission to proceed be obtained the Directlor of Physlcal Education
has pronlsod to consult the Board.

It appears that Glasgow University and the University of Strathelyde
both make congiderable use of the Scottish Council of Fhysical

. Recreation's Inverclyde Naticnal Recrseation Centre as well as

'i'mountaineering and sli-ing in the Highland region and sailing in the

3%
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Clyds ond on the West Const. Glasgow Corporation own a site at the
head of Loch Goil which they nay either use os a school centre or

f-let to Fife E&ucatlon Cormittee for the same purpose.

Anongst other nct1v1tlos of the Scottish Council of Physical
Recreation and the Scottish Tourist Board in the region arc yacht
cruising holidays sailing from Tobermory to the Hebrides in five

- sailing yochtis brsed on an M.F,V., sailing instruction at the Oban

Sailing School, pony btrokking at Newtonmore, Drurmadrochit, Succoth,
Port Augustus and Dunvegan, trout and salmon fishing instruction at
Grantown-on—Spcy, Kingussice, Nethy Bridge, Skye and Loch Maree ahd
okl ~-ing instruction at many centrecs,

(b) School

Two' sehool field ‘centres are at present being cstablighed in the

region. One of these, a field study contre ot Inverleir Lodge in
Inverness-shire, has already been aided by the Board with a grant
townrds rehabilitation of the Lodge. The DBoard's help in this was

fdough+ by Lord Kilbrandon, the Chalrnﬂn of tho T orlalr-Brzehoad

Comnlttee.

The headmasgter of Braehond Junior Secondary School, Mr. R.F. Mac-
kenzie, amongst whose books is "Lscape from the Classroom", intends
30 of his pupils, and later naybe pupils .fron other Fife schools,
to spend o nonth at Inverlair as an integral part of their edueat-

“ion. 4n outline of Mr., Mackenzie's cducational philosophy is
“included as Appendix D, Should the advanced ideas of Iir. Mackenzie
" become nore generally accepted, it is possible that many similar

centres could dot the region w1th o heloono 1nflux of llfe and
ct1v1ty. -

The “econd deVOlopnent of fors gqually cxclflng proupoctu. In April

- 1966 tho old and QCICllCt Ihverliever Lodge sited at the bottom end

of Loch .we was blown up by the R.E g, In its place is being built

a
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a field centre for Craym Woods School by the Inverliecver Lodge
Trust. This Trust hns raised £20,000, including Grants from
the Inner London Education futhcrity ond from the Borough of

.Cf Grconwich. They are starbing with a kitchen to feed 90, a
- dining and ‘asserbly hall and one dormitory block to sleep 20
- with necessary weshing and drylng focilities for 40. This

will allow 20 te. sleep under cover and o further 20 under
carivas. There is also married accormedation for o resident )
warden. Subsequently a gocond dommitory block will ‘be built

1o allow 40 to slbep undor uovor and 40 more under CANVAS .

.I 40'

The ideoa benlnd Invorlcher is to prov1uo facilities for o
wide range of physical-and acacemic. intercsts, which will lead
to an enrichnent. and extenSLOn of subjects taught at school
and provide opportunitics for the pursult by young people who

_have left of such:worthwhile leisute & activitiocs as geology,
archaeology, pmlntlnu, sailing and sc on, "Children will go

to Inverliever during tern tine. What they.do will be the
responsibility of the mnster or mistress who takes them.: When
they leave school they will be encouraged to go back under their

.own stean to pursue bona fide activitiés, either by thdémsélves

41,
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or under the sponsorship ok -leadership of .4 youth.clud or

organisgtion. Inverlicver will provide facilities for advonced

acadenic work -as well as make possiblé curricular reforn which
will help those who find it hard to fﬂckleasubjects ag Tthey are
traditionally presented in the classroon. ' By stimulating
intercsts in this way and by providing ‘such Tacilitices the Trush
belicves Inverliever will- enable young peogic to spond thelr
leisure time bottoer thun mipny of then do now, .. | .

Th@,Headmaster would llku to create a cohurse. of ﬁlghlﬂnd Studlos

which would be g G.C.E. subject, and this is one of the things
this porticular school, Crown Woodg, would like to do at Iaver-
liever, not forgetting'that_the journey to and from Inverliever,
up the western side of the ccuntry and down the eastommn half,

oan be an edueation in itgelf. - Last surmer flve boys cyclnd

-there and hack, ounplnm cn-routea,

The Trust hopc Inverllovor w111 bo thg firet of manj slmllﬁr
gchemes, Thelr case is that. the lacal authority of esch congested
area in the S.E., and elgewhere for that natter, should heve access
to & settlement in the Highlands for its young people. In the .

- T.L.E.A. area alone about 35,000 boys and gixrls leave school cach

year, in Groenwich -about 3,000, Once dit.Is 'showm that Inverlicver
is o workable scheme they hope it will be taken as a'pattern for
other areas., Inverliever will intrdduce.about 500 young people to

| the Highlands each year. A groet many such centres will be nceded

43,

to ventilate Londeon and this is why they are ankious to demongtrate
the value of Inverliever as s prototype. The contritution to
Highland developrent of a Prograrme on .these lines would be
conslderablo. : -

It is rcecommended that the Board take an active interest in. such
schenes as Inverlair and Imverliever. They will bring local
enploynent in isolated arcas and will purchose provisions, food
and fuel locally:. Inverliever expoots to have two land rovers oi
ninibuscs and a number of boats and canoes bnsed locally. 1t is
submitted that similar establishnents could be attached to gecond-
ary schools within the roglon and not only to forward looking

gchools elsbwhoro.-

45./

In partlcular the_Board hog been asked to press for am anendnent
of the Soecial and FPhyzical Training Grant Regulations 1939 which
preciude capital grants being made by Government towards such
schenes outside England and Wales.. There are no such legislative
barriers o motlvstlo& by a Scottlsh Authority in Enﬂlana and
Wales.,
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where it is needed, but only the adult cormunity can offer the

’ 10.

A-pumber of suitable houses for similar activities could be found

~dvailable arid empty within the region. As an example, the County

Development Officer of Caithness is trying to find a use for

‘Stirkoke IHouse nea¥ Wick which is in sound repair and is available

: now.  The Board could usefully investigote the extention of such
field centres by listing the available sites and houses and then
making known'its.ability and willinpness to help.

=VOLUN TARY DERVICP AND ELPP?IHEN“&L

As thls survey progressed 1t became increasingly appavent that a

new form of youth activity began to develop in the South a few years
agos In.the philosophy of many of The long established youth
organigations is an uwnderlying idea of service; Tor example, it is
to be seen in the Boy Scoufs and Girl Guide's promises and Law, in
the Scottish Girl's Training Corps! Promise, in the Boys Brigade

and Girls Brigadet!s Object and in the National Association of Youth -
Clubs! putpose. But the traditional Natiocnal Youth Organisations
are finding that, because children mature much ecarlier, the majority
do not hothex w1th such organisations subsequent o leaving school.
In the annual report of the Scottish Education Department published
in May 1966 it is statod that only 1/3rd of school leavers ever take
part in the.dctivities of any youth organisation thereafter, Many
gchool leavers, particularly the less intelligent,find well paid
unskilled work waiting for them and their evenings and weckends are
devoted to television, dancing; drinking and the othier gregarious

© activities of the affluent age.. Very often before long boredom sets
’in due to inability to make use of leisure properly and the lack of

any objective, That is when trouble starits., A proposed study into
the needs of Rural Youth in a changing Rural Community was discussed

-in a Consulitation at Dunblane in May 1966 gnd amongst those who have
-shown interest in such a sclentific gbudy, and the feed back of

suggested action to improve social and commmity life, are the

faculty of Social Science Edinburgh University, the Agricultural -
Economics Department of Newcastle University, the N.F.U, of Scotland,

Young Farmers Clubg, the Council of Social Sexvice and the Depart-

nent of Agriculture and Fisheries for Scotland., The Consultation

neatbers decided they would approach the Kilbranden Council about this

and it is submitted that the Board should toke an active interest in

g thlu propoual (See Appondlx B).

Hbst young people h&VL beett tralned to be of readiness to give help

"~ actual oppertunities of service.. The problem often lies in discover-
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o con51st of wugn-earnlng rﬂspbcrry qnd potmto plcklng, wr;tcs.

ing work which needs %o he done and which can be done by unskilled

' volunteers. With this in view a Scottish orgnnisation”ﬁEﬂterprise
-+ Youth" has been formed in Edinburgh by a distinguished committee with i
“a great knowledge and experiecnce of organising youth activitics. This I

organisation was formed to promote opportunities for voluntary service,
to encourage voluntcers if necessary, and to co-ordinate the efforts of
different groups trying to make service nore effective. Already they
are listing organisations with tasks that neced doing and organisations
viho are active snd experienced in volunturv work and bringing then
towcther. -

The need of such an orgenisation as Enterprise Youth operating within

. the Highland and Island area became apparent before the existence of

Enterprise Youth was known to the author of this survey. In February
a lettor was written to the Developrient and Planning Officers of all
Crofter County Authorities suggesting that some fornm of voluntary
gservice and work camp was desirable und giving sone extmcto from
letters recelvod as follow3°

The acottlsh Uhlon of otudentu, whose only tro dork conps in 1966

"A.S/
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. As you will see, the nature of the present camps is not
._conduclve 1o the 1nprovenent of local amenities, and certain-
ly seérves no.social purpose, other than the enjoyment of the

student participants., However, it is obvious. that most
students .do prefer doing something a little worihwhile, as
the response to over-seas canps has shown us, and apparently
the only reason why no other type of camp is being run by us
Cin Seotland iz that we could not find any council or organis-
ation who wanted us Lo help them. It scems tc me on the other
hand that your Board might be better able to secure suitable
tasks for the otudents to undertako, and I give this to you as
a suggestion. -

It night holp you to know that ovcrseas worle camps h&Vu
" earvied out sueh projeels as building simple churches,
libraries, v1llagc gehools and settlements, and roads, as
well as tree-felling and factory work: The usual method is,
of course, for the students to provide basic unskilled or _
semi~gkilled labour, and for them to work in conjunction with
local craftsmen. This sort of work is usually undertaken
~without payment, but board and lodglng are usually prOV1deé.

. e should cerféinly'be'mo st gratoful 1f your Eo&rﬂ could
find any outlets for us in this kind of work, snd I shall
look forward to hearlng from you again in *he future”

50, Mo, Goorgo Houston, Jecturer in Pblltlcul Economy at Glasgow
Uhlvorﬂlty wrltesa . . :

"“Mllo partlclpatlon of youth in gome .of the doVelopment

" plens can no doubt be achieved by making project officers
. aware of 1ts desirabilidty, I think consideration should be

given to ebtwbllsh;ng a special "Youth Project" in one area.
Four of the main cconcmic activities in the Highlands ( farm-

ing, forestry, fishing and provision of recreational focilit-
'iess appeal to many young people because of their eut-door
nature, but do not attract many as permenent oceupations, I
think it possible and worthwhile to harness even the short-
ternm enthusiasm of sucgeeding age groups of young people
(from inside and outside the Highlands) in order to egtablish
some particular development project. It could be simply
huilding a recreational centre - or it might be to ostablish
a recreational centre that combined labour service with '
recreation; or.it might be connected with some other economic
development scheme. This is not an easy thing to do, and its
psychologlcal 1npect night be much more 1mportant than ite
imaediate econonic value, but I believe it is at least worthe
vhile investigating the possibility and encouraging the
people 1nvolvod in crganising youth act1v1t1es to thlnk c.,bout
1b. : . . . oo : _ L

Could achool children be breught in to the plans by ensur-
ing proper coverage by radio and televigioh of the progress. .
of one particular project -~ or cven, at:this stage, of the
study in depth of the problems of one area® Now thet tele-
vision ig gpreading more widely over the Highlands, I'would
think the B.B.C, shonld be interested in-developing this as

part of . thelr school. prograpmes, Certainly,:communication
WLth young people through the wmoss media would be essential
to success",

5lf_ les Plona ﬂrnour~Brown mho worked for 13 monthu in a Klbbutz
wrlto : :

"One .of the wonderful things about Israsel for the tourist
ig that you can stop at almost any Kibbutz or Mrshov or othex
type of collective village and you will be put up for the
night and you can stay ond saxm your keep, and even some pay.
The hope ig alweys that the wvisitor will decide to ata,
forever, -
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forcver, but in any case his casual labour is always useful. Why
not have a place where the hundrods of young hitch-hikers in
Scotlond can heang up their rucksack for o while and get $o know
Scotland a bit hotter and do some work into the bargain. One has
- to be a bilt careful, but it could work, for example narket garden-
ing needs a lot of cheap labouring."

52, The finding of the right type of developmeht'project Has been discusge-
ad with the Chairnan of the Croffters Commission and he has suggested
thats ' :

150 far ng developnent work is econcerned one rmst have active
rather than declining corrmunitics and I feel that opportunities
have perhaps: been missed in the past because of . the cenfusion of
thought I have referrsd to, afid the fact that most of us have been
inclined to look cn the I.V.S. and similar bodies as concemed with
helping the helpless rather than stinulating the relatively active.
A nunber of possible lincs of enquiry suggest thensclves. In

. Shetland where land improvement is going forward rapidly the tine
-is approcching when it would be neccegsary to drive rough farn

-~ roads. into the scattald to open up now arcas for development, I
an not guite sure that any communities in Shetland have yot reach-
ed the stage at which people night be prepared to offer hospitality
in retumm for work on such a road, bubt it cammot be far off and
would be well worth exploring. We could help there if you thought
it worth while, Then there is a tremendous neced for improvenent
in the anenities of many Highland villages - removing derelict
houscs, ungightly rubbish dumps, planting a few trces for shelter
and ornanent ete. Again it nay take a little tinme to find corrun-
ities prepared to respond to the offer of assistence in these
things because the idea is relatively new and the demand has to be
created, but the Commission will be very ready to assist in trying
to identify suitable townships for this sort of approach and to
gtirmlate intercst. Indeczd at our last neeting we decided to
approach the proprictor of one group of townghips which scems ripe
~for tourist developnieni to see whother we could nake a joint
approach to the croftors encouraging then to take a step forward
nlong these lines. It might be very helpful for us in this approach
if we were able to say that students or I.V.8. assistance would be
fortheoring., It also scens possible that sone of fthe arcas with
Clively tourist associations night welcone the assistonce of students
or others in identifying suitable hill walks, sign-posting then
roughly and producing sinple maps which the tourist sssociation
night later reproduce and sell +to visitors. I have in nind the
sort of sinple map one can get in some of the Austrian holiday
corrmnities. It might also be worth while crecting a sinple dry-
gtene or turf shelters at intervols along some of these walks and
especially ot vantage pointe ™

53. My lotter concluded by esking for suggestions for and help in finding
projects lending themselves to voluntary labour participation.

54, HNo repliecs to this canme from Orkney or Shetland. O0f the othor
anthorities, Argyll mentioncd two possible projects and gaid they would
write later. It was clear that they had no onthusiasn to plan voluntary
activitics of the type suggested, but that International Voluntary '
Service had nonaged to obtain their approval of a project to improve
parking facilitics at the village hell and to drain a football pitch
at Tayvallich. ' .

55, The Inverness County Planning Officer sent a list of possible intorest-
ing projocts and has zgreed to discuss with the Planning Committee
whather they approve of some of then being planned for executdion by
voluntary labour. Sone further suggestions have been nade by the
further education officer in Skye (Sce Appendix C).

56./
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- In Ross—shlre both the Planning and the Develorment Officers

" have’ showm lntorust in activities making use of voluntary

lobour. The Plannlng OTficer has already made use of Town
"and Country Plarning Students to survey the village of
Kinlochewe, which lies at a road junciion nade far more
Jimportant by the building of the Balgy Gap Road. Anongst
the recormendations made by the survey tean which produced
conprﬂhonsive TO=page revort were the renoval of ruins, .
thc clearing of unasightly Tubbish- dumps, the 51gnpost1ng and
~dinprovenent of eoxisting footpaths. and hill walks, snd the
congtruction of 2 new hill walk on ground belonging to the
Forestry Cormission. Even this sutrvey however-docs not

-conplete the planning concerned, ag it is necessary to

decide which of their recormendations are acceptable to the
County .Council ond the land owners concerned and then to do.

- ficld work’ plannlng the construction in detail and sceing

57

58,
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what naterials not availoble in sitw arve requlrbd. It hag
been agreed with ir. Taylor that 1967 wlll be the carlicst

- that the work oould be uonb,

The County of Suthcrlana have experience of "the work of
Sutherland Pioneer Service, a long ternm group of Internat~
ional Voluntdry Sorvice. A photo copy of the I.V.S. confid-
ential report on this grouvn's actions is available in the

Youth Activities File. The tecan of five volunteers had

intended to work for ot least a year, but all the work planned
and available had been complcted after six months when the canp
broke up., Most of the successful work was supported by the
local District Council who werc nost co~operative, but Lochinver
is well served with both a forward looking District Clerk and a
forward locking County Council nmembers, ¥Few isolated cormunit-
ies are so fortunate,  Tho hope that successful and acceptable
work &t -Lochinver would provoke other comrmmnitics to follow suit
proved vain., Other cormmunities jealously turned theilr backs
instead of showing euvy or enthusiasm to do likewise. The madn
lessons learned from Sutherland Pioncer SOerce have been agreed
with the Developncnt Officer ag =

- {a) A superv1sor from conpletely outwith the arca is
"1ccepted ”uch bettor thﬂn sone local person who is not
'part ‘of thé commnity being msslstﬂd

(b) It is quite essential in future that ruch more
detailed planning should be carried ocut in advance of
Cony volunteers nev1ng 1nto an are%o

(c) Skilled lesdership on-the site will prove rost
diffioult to achieve and is crucial for success;

{d) Lochinver is probably the most go=ahoad - comnunlty

on the west coast. Thoere was spiritcd local opposition

in Durness, who have also rcceived considerable assistance,
though this has died dowvn now they hove their water aschene,
despite paying water rates, :

(e} The exporience of guthorlund copflrmo that for Such _
work canps the most vital need is for good plamming before
and- leadership during a proiect uhlch uses anﬂtbur
yoluntecer labhour. . . -

In dﬁithnéss the County.Development Officer hag accepicd the

principles of volunteer ssgigtance reandily and amongst schenes
being congidersd and planned are the rehabilitation of the old
harbour at Castletown (Llinked with tourisn and shell fishing),
the cuttlng of peat for old people and various schenics to tldy
up past dilopidationsg dnd renove eyesoreg.
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“ 8hould the Board decide to encourage and patronise such volun+ary

work in the region there are certain principles which were estab-
lished at a Youth Interprise Conference in Edinburgh in March,
which subsequent discussions have confirmed. These are:-

{a) There are many local JObS that need doing that could be
done without cuteide aid by local commnitics if only someone
would organise.this activity., This is why the work of the
Scottish Council of Social Service, which is supported by
Government Funds, is so important.

(b) It is essential that assisbance from outside is not given
before it is certain that such agzistance will not be actively
ovposed by the assisted commumnity.

{e) Much closer links are required to co~ordlnate voluntary
service by the young hlth volunuary serv;ce by the adult
conmunlty.

(a) It is ‘desitable that local youth should join those doing
soeial service from outside an area (this was achiecved in the
Inverlair work which was supported by the Boaxrd)...

. {e) Tt must never be suggested that chaxity is belng offered :
to0 a comnunlty.

Ty To voluntary work rmust be done Whlch could deprlve a local
tradesnman of woxk. :

(g) It must be accepted that hand lzbour should only be used
for those projects where machines cannot do the bulk of the
work. .

(B) There is a great need for a clearing house botween those
with projects to be carried out and those who are keen to
volunteer for such social worlk (Enterprise Youth are doing
this and seek the Board's help in finding Projects).

'(i)'-thding'is required to pay the costs of work carps, to

build up a supply, and takc care of, essential tools, and to. . ..

help with accommodation and fransport.

(§) The most vital neced is for mood plemming before, and
- leadership during any project u31nh unskllloﬂ or geni skilled
voluntary labour.

I+ would seem that tho Board has a role it could play in h, i and J
above, Already an offer of 20 agricultural students to do voluntary

"~ work for 6 weeks in Skye has not been accepted for lack-of 'suitable

works. The Past Pregident of the Edinburgh Boptist Students' Assoc~
iation writes of work camps in Westray 2 years ago and in. Colonsay
lost year and of the great value that both the volunteers and the .. .. .

. cormunitics received from such endeavours.

6,

The Dircclor of Community Service Volunteers wrote -

MHaving said all thig, I do wonder whether the clasgic pattern
.of the work camp is in fact an answer to the problems of the
- Highlands and TIslands. I can see that it is immensely rewarding
“for students’ fron Glmsgow and’ Edlnburgh - and possibly from south
of the bokder « to work for two or three weoks in the sumper on
constructionsl projects in the Highlands and Islands, But does
this really activate the local young people? In fact participat-
ion by local youngstors from Highlands and Islands in.such
projects is minimal. Yet surely the heart of the problen is fo
cinvolve locel young people in worthwhile activities for the
benefit of their own community.. It will coie ‘back to this point
again later in this lettex. - Lo

ot/
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0f course this does not invalidate the part that young

" people can play who are not themselves of the Highlands

and Islands, but I feel that the tine has come for it to
be young people of non-university backgrounds whon we
should be involving in this kind of experience in the
Highlands and Islands. Students are, offer all, an
intellectual elite, who should really be able to organ~
ise thelr own projects. If there is o welcome readiness
on- the part of your Board to enable young people of non- .
Highland backgrounds to parbicipatc in projects of this
kind, then T would feel strongly that it should be groups
of young people who would not otherwise even have this
enrichening opportunity. I have in nind Robert McKenziels
youngsters fron Brachead at Buckhaven -~ and countless other
Secondary Schools in Glaggow, Dundee, Kilmarnock and olsc-

where, who nay otherwise never have thelr eyes opencd o

the Highlands and Islands ~ and may nover otherwise get a
chance of feecling that they have something to give to the
developrnent of Scotland. T .think of the wonderful opport-
unity to involwve Approved Schools and Borstal lads in con-
structive projects in the Highlands and Islands, bringing
now dinmension to their training and rehabilitation. Young
people of these backizrounds need to be helpod if they arc
ever to have this kind of experience; University students,

on the other hand, should he well able to help themselves -

and their mental and gocial devcloPHGnt does not require
this - cxperlenoe so rmch. :

Ploase do net infer fromn- thig that I an diséounﬁing'the

value of what intelligent young people of Univérsity calibre

an achieve, but I would feel that the role of volunteers of
University background is %o help involve gthers in this kind

. of experience. In other words, rathor than have twenty

students engaged together in some’ raspberry or potato pick-
ing canp, I hould prefer o scee. each one of them.lndlv1uuwlly

- leading a group of Segcondary Scheool youngsterd in gone con-

structive enterprisc. This is the way that we, outselves,
uge intelligent young volunteers. Rather than put then to-.
gether in some collective undertalking we allocate them -
individually o projccts where their responsibility is to
involve groups of. young people of different backgrounds in

‘worthwhile endeavours. In thig way the dontribution of

egach volunteer of student callbre achlgvooimQXimum affect-
iveness o '

I foel strongly that we noed to think of youth activities
that will mean sonething to young people in the Highlands
and Islands, not just for a few wecks only during the sumer
holidays - but throughout the year. Iecause of the geograph-
ical and other fectors, I would feel that we rmet associate
nony of these sctivities with the local schools. It is the
school which brings the young people togethcr and which does
absorb quite a large part of their life. Here in the South,
the notion that young people, whilst at school, should be
involved in commuwity service, is beconing nore and nore
meccopted, . Hather than being regarded ss a luxury "frill!
or just en appendage, it could indecd becene alnost the
heart of the whole educaticnal process. If we think of the
things which young people could be doing in their immediate
nelghbourhood, reaching out from their local school, then
one can cnvisage incediate and practical possibilities

- occuring all over the Highlande and Iglands - with a minimom

of additional staff, equipnent, expenditure and trouble,"
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16,
The author of this survey roplicd -

0 T gsecept your point about university lendership of others and
agree wholeheartedly thot the scehool is the place to start interost-
ing and involving local young people. I fear that in the cduecation
of our teachers and education authorities we in the Highlonds and

- Islands have a long long way to geo. Dut it must be renmembercd that,
‘under ocur present cducaticnel orgmisation based on counties whose
boundarics are governcd by baronial sguabblog of 200 years ago, nany
of the rvre isclated comrmnitics are utterly drained in bern tine
of school children over prioary school ige while others are drained
of all the npore able children with only junior secondaxy school
children left,  One cammot afart in the sehool when the school is
fifty niles on the other side of the nounining from the childls
horic. With leadership, soncthing can be done in the hostels where
nost Highland children spend eight months of their tine but it is
not in the children's own hone cormmmity'.

It is clcar that this desirable forn of voluntary service involving

young people in their commmity will only be possible at present in the
“score of sites of centralised urbon secondary schools, Only after o

resenrch study has discovered the facts and any action yproposed has

 been token is Mr. Dickson's suggestion going te e practical generally

649-
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within the region. Until then it is recormonded that the Board should
continue to encourage, foster and, when planning is complete, support
financially and materially the types of corrunity assistance under
consideration in this section. With this in view it is dosirable that
the Eoard should accept an invitation given in April to appoint a
representative to Join the Committec of Enterprisce Youth, who are
already involved in such activities throughout Scotland and half of

. whose costs are net by the Scottish Education Department.

It is possible that the Boord nay eventuslly wich to investignte what!
ils involved in carrying out such projects themselves. Should they
decide to do this, then infornation on the activitiocs of Enterprise
Youth and the use of their "vclunteers wented" sheeds would be still
the most valuable as, in some cages, skills not available within the
region nay be required fron gone voluntoers.

This survey is not conclulded but it secns desirable that the Board
gshould now consider an interinm report on the progress node in five

nonthe work and - after due thought, decide the parbicular directions

in which thoy wigh to proceed. Vithout the rosults of & research study
into the problems revealed by this survey it ls not posgible to bring
thig investigation to 2 useful conclusion,
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RECOKMBENDATIONS
Redearch

The most important fecommendetion is that the Board should without
delay commission a research study into Highland and Island educgtion

gnd into the education DrOVlded ln Scandanavia and other reglons-

: faclnp gimilar problems.

It is Juvrested that youth activities: cannot be considered separately

-, from education, 'of which they ‘are increasingly forming = part. (Paras

670

68,

69-

70.

24 - 26),

The research study into the needs of Rural Youth and Communities in
a Changing Rural Society, appears to have ‘particular relevance to
the Board's area and it is recommended that the Board should take
an active interest in this proposal. (Para 46)

Use ofﬂtheycountry51de

It is recommended that:- '

(a) assistance should be given to the Scottlsn Youth Hostels Associa~-
tion in their endeavours to complete their chain of hostels (Para 12)
(v) consideration should be given .to investigating the provision of

8. camping area for the Inverness Girl Guides and of .an isolated
camping and exercise area for the army oedets, ‘and t6 requests of a
gimilar nature that may be made to the Board (Para 7)

Uge of [Mield Centreg

It ig recommended thate-

(a) Hlbhl&ﬂd educatlon authorltles should be encouraged to make more
ugse of existing physical and adventure tralnlng facilitieés in the
region (Para 23)

(b) The -Board should decide to support and encourage the establishment
of field centres within the region as part of educotion.(Paras 8-10)
(¢) An endeaveur should be made to dlscover ugeful work for the
gchools Hebridean Soclety (Para 15)

(@) with (b) in.mfhd it is sugzested that vacant and available large
houses should be discovered and that local authorities within and
without the region should then be encouraged to ma&e ugé Bf them (Para
45

(e) The iden of co~oxdination of a chain of reeldenﬁlal fleld study
centres should be borne in mind (Paras 30-31) N

(£) The present provisions of the Social and Physical Treining Grant
Regulations 1939 eppear to be proving a hindrance to the development

~of field centres within Scotland and the Board “should make represent-

ations to the Seéretary of State to this effect, (Para 44)

Planning and Fxecution of Volunbaxy Work to bringe development, social
L ox communlby benefit,

It is Pecomdiénded that the Board should continue the lnvestlgetlon and
encouragement of schemes to be carried oul by volunteers within the

K reglon.'( Paras 46 ~ 64)

1.

It is recommended that the Board should: not establish its own Gleamlng
organisation between the work needing doing and those wanting to do it
but should co-operate with, and make use of the irformation sheets of,
Enterprise Youth who are already deing this work. With this in view
the invitation to the Board to be represented on this committee made
two months ago should be both acknowledged and accepted.(Para 63)
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List of those consulted -in the course of this &ubdey.

(a) Organisctions

. in-Comunn Gaidhealach° 1Mr;“ 'WaﬁkéyiT”"“"'” o

. Air Training Corpéw Wing Commander Prasor & Squadron Leader
" Hanstields

Army Cadet Corpss Coloﬁel R, Maclagan & Lieutenant T. Forsyth.
Army Cadet Force Association: A. Matheson, a

..'_,Bo'ys Brigades i 8 Shlrley
Boy Scouts: R..Mifbhéll
Church of Scotland: Rev'd Hewitt and Miss A. Mackay.
Community Service Volunteers: A. Dickson -

Enterprise Youth: Dr. I.M. fmser9 the Countess of Mﬁr & Kellie
o and Mrs. Graham. :

'_Fair Isle Bird Observatory: _G. Waterston.
Girls Drigade: Miss L. Peattie.
Girl Guides: Miss G. Collins and Mrg, R. Tumsden.
Interngtional Voluntary Serxvice: T, Smith and D, ﬁenn&way.
Outward Bound Trust: R, Coldow. o
Hational Trgst: J. Stormonth Darling and T. Wewlands.
Royal Society for the Protection of Birdés G. Waterstén-_
Royal Scottigh Forestiry Society: Dr.'l,;gépxie; ' |
Salvetion Amiy: Major B, Grainger.’
Schools Hebricdean Society:. ? Abbot.
Scottish uSSDClatlon of . Boys Clubs: 6{ Tait.;

Soottlsh A55001at10n of Young Farners Clubs: . R.. Gregor; W Rae,
O Migs N. Howie and Miss A. Prentice. -

Soothish Association of Youth Clubsé - The Countes ss of Mar" & Keltie
and Mlss J Hastlﬂgs;[

. Scobtish Council of Physicel Recreation: B, Langmir and Mrs.
“"H. Brown.

Scottish Comuneil of Seeial Service: T. Pirie Glen M.“Dickié &
. : . ) ’ T\E & ) Y.;ilton ©

Scotitish Girle Training Cdrp53 Mrs. R. Forsyth.,
Scottish Natlonal Couneil of Y,M.C.A.g: K. Dickson.
Beottish Orfiithologists Unit: Mrs. G. Vaterston.

Scottish Standing Conference of Voluntary Youth Organisations:
T, Frizell,

ey
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Scottish Union of Studentss B. Young |

Scottish Youth Hoetels_ﬂesooiationg._AfC, Cromar.
Scottish Wild Life Trust: Hrs. Jj"ﬁaggs;‘""“““"

Sea Cadetl Corp Captaln I. Ouurrle & Lt. Cdr. Llchle.
Toc E. Losh Til Centreu AL H;.llo

Test. Highland Sehool of &dventureu Rq Logan Hunt & Ft Lt. Wefkine._

';Young Ornluhologlsts Glub A._Gllles, -

Y W.Cohos HMies F. Mackenzie Vhyte.

Government Departments:

Scottish Education Department

Standing Coneultatle Committee of Youth & Communlty Service:
W, Weatherston,

H,M. Inspector of further education in the Highlands:
’ : G. Mbrrieon.

Department of ﬂgrlculture and Fisheries for Scotlands

Wiag J. Roes.

Crofters Commission: J.S. Grant.

BEducation Authorities:

Argylil: T. Henderson & M._Macinfyre.
Caithness: H. Stewart.

Fifes Dr. D. HMeIntosh, Dr. T. Thompson, R.F. Macken21e,
A, MacWilliam & Mrs. Balfour.

--Inner Tondon: Mrs. T. Middleton & W. Brooks,.

Inverness: Dr. Maclean, T. McCaffer & J. Robertson.
Orkney: R. Mack & A. Bain. .

Ross & Cromartys R, Macdonald, T. MacIver & K. Smith.
Sutherlands J. McLellan.

Zetlande T. Spence & J.A. Peterson

The County Plannlng_and Development Officers of the seven
Lrofter Counties,

Universities

Aberdeens Profegsor A, 0'Dell and Dr. T. Coull.
Edinburgh: Dr. Cunningham, Dr. Guild and L. Liddell,
Glasgow: Dr, G; Hougton.

Newcagtles DTrofessor House, Dr. T, Rogers and Migs M. Gilpin.
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St. Andrews: A. Strachan.

Colleges of Education

Moray House College of Bducation: B. Ashley.

ﬁﬁerdeeh College of'Edubationz Mrs. Loudén. -

Individuala:

‘Dr, Ian Fraser, Hiss F. Afmour—Brown, Dr. Neil Gunn, Dr. Ian

Grimble, Dr. Eric Linklater, Father Join Maclean, Mr. I. McKinley,
Mre, D, Pyke, Mrs, J, Richardson,



o development -of - tourdst industry is the enthusiastic young ‘hosteller who

APPENDIX B.

- Seotfish Youth Iostels Association, Tﬁis is a precis of the memorandum
< géntito)the Chairman of 'the Board on 1st DeCember by the Secretary of the
B LVILASG This iicmorondum concludes:-

" IDEALS nAND ECONOMICS: In the Highlands, the hostels give encouragement

. to young people it follow adventuresome pursuits and an opportunity to

. walk from ploce to- place and to explorc the coast from hostels situated

at the ends of spur roads. The establishment of hostels in remote areas,

however, iz not of itself economically viable and most of the small,,

remote hostels are run at a loss es well &s belng extremely difficult to

, mointain, Were it not for the enthusiastic voluntary support which is

.given in maintaining and wardening these hostels, it would not be poss-

.. ible to continue.to’ keep them going. ~ Should any occasion arise, however,
. when assistance could be given from o financisl point of view.or from a

material point of view to obtailn better meons of access or facilitles for

. naintoining or wardeninﬁ these hostels, this would be greatly appreciated y

"CONCLUSION: . There: is no doubt that the best publicity for the further

' is looking to get. away from the established tourist- routes,: Their.glow~
.ing accounts of what they have seen and done return, with them, to their
porents and elders and in later years hostellers often return to the
Highlands as ordinary tourists’, :

In listing the various routes covered by hostel chains, the memoran-
dum sipgnposts some oi_the gaps they would like to f111. '

\.-

(a) The Uest Coaat Chain.

(i) Mull and Ardnamurchan . A hostel for lona Pilgrims is
‘badly needed“in addition to the existing excellent Tobermory hostel,
A further éric or two hostels in the Mainland area N, U. of lull
would be helpful. : .

(ii) Mallaig to Glenelg - A hostel between these places, where
‘there is no'road, would be an advantage., Kinlochhoyrn would be -
~ ideal but approaches to Colonel Crossthwaite. Eyre, H.P., the
proprietor to Lnoydart Estate, had proved fruitless,

(ii1i) Applecross to Torridon  The chain from Glenelg to.
Kishorn is good but, if the 8,Y,H,A., could obtain the use of the
domestic science block and school meol building of the old Plockton
School, this would form a useful associanted hostel to the Kyle of
Lochalsh hostol,

“o1d’ Lonbain uchool scharges . no rent for - it, following tHe fradition
-of its former owners loss and Cromorty County Council., Howevep, -
access to this building is difficult as thesc is no road access
and a hostel at Applecross and a second half way betwveen Applecrossg
and Inveralligin would make the area easier to servico if the
proprietor could be persuaded to agrec.

Opinan school, which was used as a youth hostel, has reopened
as o school ond an alternative building to replace it would break
the walking distance Detween Craig and Gairloch.

{iv) Vlester Sutherland Sutherland Education Authority have
been most co-operative and have made Achmelvich School permanently
available with the addition of Stoer and Scourlie Schools during
surmmer school holidays,

The. proprictor of Assynt Estate will not co~operate and thus
o tremendous opportunity for development of youth hostels within

walking distance of each other is being lost, "'In no other part of
the country are there such excellent paths, 1nid out for this
purpoue .

(b) Cross Country - East to West

_ While there is a well developed. route from Cannich to Loch
Duich/
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Duich, no permission has heor- grantqd.fqr youth hostelq ‘Bn two
- equally good walking routés vioa Loch kulYardoch ond via Loch Uonar,
w0 ' and an imprescion has becen. geined:that wvigitorg are not cncouraged.

(c) Outer Isles There is a Hostol ot :Stoekinish;.arris bui
ostels 1n hoth utOTBOle and. Lochﬂaddy would ‘bo Q“ceptablc and
-might hclp dcve;op the Guuer Hebridea ‘og a proper you*h hostelllng

areaa.ﬁ_; . . . v wl

B

:*'A.sinplc Boqrd ectlon x&‘ch night bcar Truit uourd be for a 1etter,
: szgned by the Cna Lercn,  $o be sent to-the. proprietors of Hbidart,
ERRNEARE hnoydart, inIOC“oﬂu, Assynt, Fairburn and IMllardoch (uhlch has

SN recently chzng sad. kands and the OWnorsnlp of which seens to be 1n gone
doubt) a4 folloua s - ok : ’

e ;D,e‘c_';r,_' '(I-J;i_ni-_c‘-.- of Proprietor),

. Thie board has been oxamining possible developncnt;”‘ cilities
fc; ViSltOAS within the Mighlands :and’I§lands, - It has me-té'@ur
'": notice that tncrq aopoarolto ‘be a:demand from the morce vénturdsome ond
e enterpriAing ualkers (elightly different wording ‘to thé' prmpr“etor of
Ass ynt) for yomo form of basie. youti ‘hostel- building 6n the"oute from
(give details of route ans suitable: siting). S A L

The Scattish Yonth Hostels. :Agsociation: have tade clear that they
“Believe thai 21} that would be neoded to meet this ‘dcniand would be a
very primitive roofed building fitted with bunks and giving an opportun-
ity to cook and find sheltor for the night, . Expérience hob shown that
only & very small minority of youth hostellers venture far from roads
and. it is. only. the nere. experienced ond. conaiderate walhcrs, posaibly

fia

_;1th an 1ﬂtcrc t in such studics as. geoldpy, botany, ornithology, wild
‘lifc or higtorv, who: are J;kely toruse such: fa0111tics.f The disturbance
“suéh Wwalkors couse iz minimal . : i e

_ I would be.grateful. if vou would. consider thid! 1etter and let ne
”'Hnow if you would bs w*lllng to aqsist in naking such facilitios avalle-

S able on yoar eﬂtauo

Yours sincerealy,

T;r T SR (Chairmon).

It scems important thet the letter should be addressed personally
-y the!'Chairman and it is subnittod that no threat of: any gort is
:involvod\in tb endlnﬂ of thls polito letter,




ATPENDIX C

The reaction of those responsible for educatlon in the Highlands
‘and Islands to a reauest for informetion and auvgastlons of how the
Board could help the exteénsion of youth activities is swmarised below.

Argyll County Councll replied encloulng & full list of local organisate
ions-and- Clubs in great detail, -but offered no comment or suggestlons.
Their youth-organiser obviocusly has detailed kmowledge of local ‘community
activity. They h@d no. ﬂrOposaHs ‘or suggestlons to offer,

Caithness County Coun011 rcplled 1mmed1aue y that they had no Youth
Service Department and that the Education Committeels policy was to
work through the various volunuary organisations, which they have
helped with grant aid, equipment, the use of wchool premises, capital
grants to gusist the eatabllshment of community centres and assistance
towards. the cost of part time youth leaders., A vexy full list of youth
clubs and thelr act1v1tlo° wlthln CdlthﬂeSp was forwarded.

The Dlrector of Educatlon hdd the follow1ng suggestlonﬂ o make of
abulstancc the Board could glve - o A

(a) There might well be a O"ood cage for app01nt1ng a. Ybuth serv1ce
Officer for the Highland area who might. devote. a great deal. of
time to co-ordineting the efforis of the various ‘organishitions
and advising Local Authorities on' the best type. of a531stance .
they could be given. Such an official might in the flrot place
prepare a comprehensive register of organisations.

(b) While I am in no doubt that my Authority has done a great deal

- of invaluable work in this field for many yesars I am equally
certain that more could be done if funds were available. As
you are aware there are many financial demands on Education -
Authorities at present and my authority have found it difficult
to meet the needs of all the organisations which are worthy
of help. In particular I think s great deal could be done by
improving existing premises or providing addltlonal promiges

T l.e bulldlng“ and playing fields. .

(c) In rocent years I think the facilities avallable for tralnlng
Youth Loaders have been greatly improved and therefore I have
stressed the need to find additional money to co-crdinate our
efforts on a regional basis. ' -

Inverncss County Council produced a list of Youth organisations in the
County stating that the information available to the County Owvgeniser of
Youth Service was not always up to the minute because of the vastness of
the county. In a meeting with the County Organiser it became apparent
that he ktew nothing of youth activities in the outer islands and little
of youth activities in . Skye. It %as soon: apparent that 2 large proportion
of Mr. McCaffer's encrgies were devobed to-rurning ‘the Inverncss Youth
Ciub, an active, successful ‘and well petroniged centre for boys and zirls
of 15 yeare and over. He admitted that the club occupied most of his time.
It would appeor desirable either for Mr. McCaffer to run the club and. for
a County Organiser of Youth Scrvices to be appointed ox-fer Mr: Mo€affoer -
to be the County Organiger of Youth Services and for there to be a youth
leader to run theé Club, '

It wog only on meeting Hr. A.C. Worrlson, H M., Inspector of uchools,
that it was disoovered that there is a further Education Officer in Skye.
with respongibility for youth activities. When approached Mr. Robertson
supplicd very full information on Skye youth activities and made clear
that he was struggling against great odds dwe to the scatter of small
groups in isolated townships, a disinclination to travel to youth activ-
ities, and utter dependance on voluntary loadershlp. Ag an oxemple he
quoted the Boys Brigade in Portrce built up into'a highly successful
unlt/by Captain Hacintosh. Sincd: Captain Macintosh left early in 1966
this/ ... . L S _
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this company of between 40 and 50 boys have not met becamse no leader
can be found., On the other hand the neyw Maths Master at the High School
is reforming the Boy Scoutu ‘and they mn} take over,

Mr. Robertson reucted vith entnuslusm Yo a suggestion of social
gervice work camps and mentioned as possible desirable social wvrojoots
the conversion of a disused village hall at ¥aternish as an outdoor
centre, modifications to the Dunvegan village hall, conversion of the

Highland: Home Industrics factory into a village hall for Kilmuir, and
rmuch rubbish clearance. . :

In a visit to the Outer Hebrides it was found that youth activities
were to & large extent directly or indircctly bascd on the Church in the
R.C. Iglaends of South Uist and Benbecula. The iglands have no Womeng -
Rural Institute but therc are five badminton clubs and weekly dances in
three clubz,., MNost communitics have weokly whist and there 'is an actiwve
football league with gix local and two Army teams. As however football
is played on Sunday aftcrnoons the presbyterien island of Noxrth Ulist does
not particimate. Once more the problem of the transport of isolated
children into the verious boys and girls clubs loomed large. The main
clubs in South Uist & Benbecula ares at Daliburgh, one R.C. and onhe
Church of Seotland church hnlly at Bornigh, an . R.C. Church hall; at
Blochar, a commuwnity centre in the old school; and in Benbecula, one
church and one communlty hall, South Uist and Bonbecula give the
impregsion of ‘lively areas with sound commmity 1lifs,

The Inverncss County Fducation Authority are building a new school
at Caol to deal with the expansion of population brought about by the
pulp mill, Attdched to this school is to be a £30,000 youth wing which

has been deslﬂncd w;th imagination and will have a full time youth
le%der.

Inverness~shire children and urban children from other arcas are
allowed to use schools during school holidays. At Abcimethy there is a
bunk house for 15 pupils with its owvn gym and an indoor swimming pool
at the now school. This is used at the weckend and out of school hours
by local children., At Abriachan the old school ig available for educat-
ion suthoritics and youth clubs to use, but there are neither bunks nor
othoer fecilities aVallablo which limits the use mnde of it.

In the winter weckends when snOW'condltlons are good in the Crampians
up to 100 children are given ski-ing instruction as part of school activ-
ities. The youth Service Organiser is optimistic that, if a new school-
ig built at Avicmore the 0ld school mzy become a county field centie with'
gki-ing and hdventuro training setivities. :

Another useful. rTct1v1ty of Inverness-shire County Council lics in
the malking schools withi» the City of Inverness available oubt of torm -
for the annual Comunn na h-=Cigridh Camps for An Comunn., Betweon 200 and
250 young people are accommodabed for 10 days in these camps with soparwte
- classes for native gaelic speakers and gaeliec learners.

Orkney County Council emphasiscd the problens of an island cownty. -Of the
40 active clubg, only sevenh are in_the many smaller islonds, the other 33
are in Mainland. As the County is so emnll, and as the sort of activities
arce typical, the following is Tthe list of clubs. Youth Clubs (12); Boys
Brigade and Lifeboy Compznies (4 of cach); Girl Guides (3); Browmies (3);
Scouts (2); Cubs (2), Sea Cadets (3), Army Codets (2); Girls Brigade (1);
Young FParmers (3); Pony Club (1). S :

It ig to be zeen- that in Oxlmey, and lndeed in Inverncss -shirc, the
Boys Brigade appear to command mero support than the. Boy Scouts. In the
detoiled list from Argyll it wos clear that in that county the Boy Scouts
were considerably more active than the Boys Brlgadu. These variations
are almost always the result of the’ act1v1t1os of onc person who had, or
has a particularn wey with youth and ueem of 1little importance. :

/ oees
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The Depute Dircetor of Education states that the Lducation Committee
provide grants towards the cost of premises and equipment bub the main
drawback is the lack of ‘voluntary Youth Leaders. However it wos from
Orkney that came cight of the fourteen club leaders to attend the one~
week course to be organised by the Highlond Leadership Training Committec
in May, despite the belief that, due to romotencss from the -centres of
nopulation, local training closses in coch county run by speclalists from
variouns organisations, would be more successful in that they would reach
! gro.ter mmber of leadews snd rotential leaders than o one week coursc.
1t is cheering to find how go~ahead in thelr ideas the youth of Orkney
" are. Thore'is an Orkney Youth Clubs Association and a County Council
sponsored Orkney Youth Council on which a number of under-2l-year-olds
sit, It appcers that in some arcas the young ore actually loading
community activities. This virility and enterprise is a contrast to
other Highland communities but it must be rcmembered thet Orkney haos
orosporous rural and sgricultural communitics whose members hostly own
‘the fertile red oandstona loan they fnrm. :

Ro and Cromarty Countv Councll have to u1v1de their.sctivities into
Mhlnland and Lowis, so they need two of everything. Thore are two

. furthor Rdncation Officors 8, ubo aluo give advice and assistance To youth
' clubs 1n{genera1 matters of organisntion, programmc planning ete. Af
present the only Club lézdors aro paruutlme volunteers, but the Fducation

. . Authority intends to appoint two full bime itine rapﬁ_clgbwle@ders as goon

a9 thcy can obtain qualificd stsﬁf

. The Deputy Dircctor of Bducation forwarded a list of independent and
- antonymous youth clubs, as well as a review of Rooreational Facilities made

in 1964.

Rogs and Cromarty have provided the ‘Chairman and Secrotzry of the
Highland Countics Youth leadership Training Committee for the counties of
Inverness, Ross and Cromarty, Sutherland, Cailthness and -Orknéy. This
Committee was sot up os a result of a visit ¢f representative of the

o Standing Consultative Council on Youth and Community: Services in February
1965, It organiscd,or -to be more accurate - failed to orgonise, o weeks

regidential course in lcadership training for Jamwary, 1966. As this

course involved volunteers obtaining a wecks leave of ahsence from work it
neecded. to be plonmed. and publiciscd 2t léast gix months in advance. Instead
legs than a months notice was given, and, despite six club leadﬂrs from '

- 'Orkney being willing to- attend the oourﬁe wag: abandoned.

At a Deotlng of the Comn1ttoo held in Dlngwall in the middle of

. Fobruary only the Chairman, the Secretary, a representative from Sutherland

and H.M, Inspector of Further Bducation in the Highlands were present. Not
even apologl@v for absence were sent by other County Councils., This betrays
-either a depressing lack of intérest in youth leadérship tralnlng, or a
lack of oonfmuence in the Committoe, or just sheexr apathy. ‘The course in
youth leadership was eveniually held in Lossiemouth in May and wasg attended
by eight from Orkney, two from Sutherland, two from Lewis and two from the
czty of Inverness. Anmongst those lecturing at this week's courze was the
further education officer for Lewis who has courageously publicly attacked
- the Gaelic Church comprising three denominations - Chuirch of Scotland,
Free Church and Frece Presbyterians - for standing aloof from Youth Service.
- He states that neither ministors nor church members deign to- cross the
threshold of clubs in hall or gchool and that among the young pebple of the
Island there is a restlessness, with nany questioning the %aboos enforced.
Restrictions and the decrying of all forms of drama, films and dancing
are only serving to alienate the young and weaken the position of the
- Church. Mr. Smith accepts that it is cssential to gain the goodwill and
active co-operation of the church no matiter how long and difficult the
process nay be. In the meanwhile he has eight halls .in the isgland in
regular uge mainly as youth clubs, five clubs meet in schools and at
Negs a new hall has recently been built. This hall which accommodates
250 wos built with local labour at a cost of i),OOO, £2,800 of which wns
raised : .
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raised locelly. Many church members secretly contributed to the fund
but none were willing to acknowledge their contribution in public. At

- Leurbost Secondary School, the school building becomes a social club

every Friday morning in an ondeavour to fosgter youth and community
spirit and cchesion. It is hoped that, when the new school buildings
‘at Back come into use,-the 0ld school bulldlngg nay bécome a Jouth
,1ni conmunlty centre which the tOPnShlp lacks at present.

_ Sutherland County Council state tuLt, duo-to the ‘gathering of almost
-all the young people in the county in Brora,. Golspie or Dormoch during

o tern time, the Bducation. Committec have not pronotod with any vigour the
" formation of youth clubs. - They adopt o generous attitude to extra

' currlculqr activitics of gecondary schools to allow pupils o take part
-in school games, attond canps and excursions at horle and abroad, play
golf and ski, A small rural school at Elphin, with 4 rooms, bathroom,
kitchen and single large classroon and one or two outhouses, is being
nodified to sleep 16 with a shower, drying room, kitchen and store for
canoes, skis and cother equipment, The use of thig centre, which it
appears is intended purely os an outdoor recreational and adventure
“dentre and not for -school classes, will be granted to partles of scheol
pupils fron within and without the County and Ho voluntary organisations

o for a modest sum sufficient. to cover hes tlﬂ&, llghtlng and ¢leaning.

Zetland County Council have an actlve Youth and Cotmwnity Organiser
and a Youth and Commnilty Council., Here as in Oxkhey; the problong of
isolated island cormmmunitics affect youth activitics. Only in Lerwick
ond Sealloway are there youth centres, but the Youth Organiser iz obvicusly
very actively trying to foster youth activitics throughout the awchipelage.
The Gducation Authority make Schoolg avedilable for youth activities after
school hours, but transport is nceded if young people are to be brought
in from the surrcunding area.

The Director states that the position might be altered if avthoritics
which are providing hostels for scheol children were to cxtond the distance
which pupils night be driven daily ond if they were to nake it an integral
part of their policy to provide leisure tine activitics and soclal services
for secondary and ¢ther young people. who r~31do in the aroa.

, The Youth and Comunity Organlser, who has carricd out o most useful
and detailed survey dated October, 1965 of the Lerwick situation, includes
a tabulation of the replies to o questiomnaire sent to all young people
regiding in Lexwick or living in Lerwick hostels. He suggests, that,
subject to the success of having centralised points where leisure activity
could be carried out, financial assistance towards transport to ‘these
‘centres would be o great assetb..

Subsequent to his letter however a: lottcr fron' bhe Cn ptgin of the
" Girls Brigade in Whiteness fo her Organising Seerctary makeg clear that
the County Council are not supporting. their Youth ond Comwunlty Orgnnl er.

"I an sorry we camnot contribute to the,M1851onary or.Overseas Fund
this year. Our transport bill for the year is always £80 or over. Up
ti1l now the Education Committee have given us-a grant towards this but -
this year we are not to be given a grant. It took every penny of our
fund and noere to pay for transport up till November, and I am having -
to pay the Council paynents myself, In the circumstances I an sure you
will understand why we camot contribute to the other. funds".



HOEX .-

Report to Highlands é”fslands Development Board

on work carried out in Hiphlsnds by Brachead Secondary
School, Buckbaven, Fife (19th January, 1966)

Tis iz a (junior) secondary school of 550 boys and girvls aged 12 - 16 in
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en, where the local pit ic due For closure some time in the next
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1. Qutline history of these sctivitieg.

Geven years ago the Forestry Cormission rented us a 2~roomed cottage atb

. Loch Rannoch and we sent 10 pupils there (oirls' groups as well as boys) with

one teacher for o week a2t a time. Over four years ago the British Aluninium
Company made us a present of the 25 roonmed shbating lodge at Inverlair in Loch~--
aber, The mchoolls intention wae to send 30 pupils there for a nonth at a time.
Fife County Council aidn't sunport thiaécheme and for this resson we had fo'hand.
back £1,250 wvihich the Carnegie Trust gave to us, _

Therefore the work we have done is much less in scope than we had hoped to
do, Fife Fducation Committec gives us an anmuagl excursion grant of £72. 'ﬂlllof
this we use to buy petrol for these and other_excursions.-. o

Fife Bducation Committee gave us a full-time mountaineering instructor who
has over the years built up for himself a good background.knowlédge of Highland
history, geology and natiral history. Throughout the year he takes zreups of ten

pupils ot & time to the Ramnoch Cottage, mountaineering huts, bdthies, Youth

geogrephy teacher who is an expert skier takes similar groups ski~ing on the
Cadrngormg. Logt year a London Youth Club gave us £50 for ski-ing. This week
an Fdinburash woman dector sent us a cheqgue for £50. Otherwise all these activit-
ies arve pald for by the pupils. Some of the pupiles who would most bhenefit can'+t
pay and don't go.

Ze Recormendation on potentialities for an extengion of opportunity for
youth activities.in the Highlands on the initiative of the Board.

¥hen we get Inverlair going, we propose ultimately to gsend 30 pupile there

for a month 4t a time. Inverlair will be the base camp from vhich groups of ten

- will set out on short treks to explore different areas, Catholic Locheber, the

rregbyterian Lagman valley, meeting in the Ybuthnﬂqstelsmﬁi?eypoql_gpprentices,
and Ghanaian students, (and ICT executives in hotels.whewe you get a good tea for
alcoﬁplo of ghillings after you come off the mountain). ‘This is & gocial educs -
ion. ’ibck ot Inverlair the different groups will pool tTheir experiences and
digcuss thenm. And putting rooks dowm into all this direct experience of new
people and new country they will have a basis (o culture) orfhich to draw for

crestive work (in mugic, paint, writing) to try and expand their thoughtsa,

. practienl and inmpractical.

The pattern wiil bhe n iﬁtegrate the school work with the possibilities
thet Inverlair offers. .In Fife the school "adopted" a forest (in ce~aperation
with the Forestry Cormission) and in the classroom the pupils studies ecology,
uses of timber and cconomy of forests efe.. Similarly we'd like to take paxt in
soil/ ' |
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s0ll reclamation in Lochlbe¢;-1n the clquroomu in Buckheven.studying soil
chenistry, and ucottlsh hlutory from tho Tce Age which could be regarded as

{in nort) the s hLory of goil reclanatlon._ The pupils hove visited Skye and IRhun,
and followed the drove roads, and these vizits are ruch richer in value if the
pupils know heforehand of Viking invesions in the west, and the long treks to
Fallkirk end Smithfield. In order that pupils should get naxirmum benefit from
thelr weeks at Tnverloir we'll feach 1 hen to identify birds, flowers and rocks.
We!ll do an intensive study of the making of the Caledonian Csnal and of Telford's
contribution to the country's prosperity, the nore cepecially since Telford came
on the Scottish scene at a time of letharsy and intellectual bankruptey {as now
in the Highlends?) vhen possibilitics ley neglected.

For example Scottish people were hunary while Dutch fishing "busses" were
catehing fish close to our own shores. A few decades later becauge of Telford's
enterprise we were feeding Germany and Russisa with herring,

What we zre trying to do is to show to the pupils vividly that this is
thelr country, to show them cuite clearly that if they don't contribute to its
future with every scrap of zbility they possess, its future will be less bright
foxr that reason. We ave trying to get away fron the '"7e - They" outlook, the
idea that they dont't reallyr count in the schqme of things, that otherg run things.
(This dissociation is the result of Scotlend's oducational systen, the unintell- .-~
igent end wncritical eramming of information about-the deeds of a remote elite
Tho run oountries.) It is a re-linking that we are after. But in order to do
thet we have to show the pupils quite clearly and simply the story of Scotland's
past and present, It can be done; it is only the experts flaunting their
_expertise, hugging the idea thed a country's redevelopment is the province of
specially endoved people, who propogzate the ides that you can't thus educsbe the
najority. The main contribution thisz school has nade so far is to indicate that

not only the physical ener«y but also the ability and initiative of so-called

"ordinary't puplmu';g mudh wre nun has been 1maﬂ1ned. Our papils nade a

crogaing of ‘the uanovcs, Cuttlﬂg two hours fron the previous (adult) record and
then, safter supper in Glen ¥evis Youth Hostel, annoyed the Warden by playing hide

and geek., Thig is 2 porable too,

3. Snags, Froblemz and suspestions

The fivet thing e wﬁuld ask of the Highlands Development Poard isg the
prestige of their published support. Education Commitiees reflecting parents!
ideag, feel that this isn't really education. One of our pupils asked an '
fnglish teacher, "Tris ig fine, HMisg., But when are we going to do risht Fnelish?!

The -teacher said, "What do you mean by 'right Pnglish'?" The pupil veplied, "fell

picking out verbs znd things."
I wvould go so far 28 to aay that the fundamental thing the Hl@ﬂlindﬂ Board
g to tackle iz ocutlooks and atbitudes. We hove irl the schools now the fitteat
(amd, I would say, the ablest) generstion of Scottish children there has ever
been in higtory. If we ars to develop this kecnness we'll have tco start in the
Scottish Bdueation Departnent, and asle the senior officials e relate their

curriculum/
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curriculun more clezrly to living conditions. For Qxample an ‘O‘_grade_histony
question vas about'ScbﬁtiSﬁ"fdréiénfgoiicy in lSGOQ This is information wn-
related %o Qndthlnb.' It is a“obttoh—wool oioud'of thought which implies that
thexe i ﬁs 3, ﬁyptlcgl volue within it. Bub when you analyse it you seec it ig in
fact only a cloud. To et narks tﬁe.pupila menorise facts ané neatly packaged
adult opinions. This week at = Mtaif-meeting a teacher opposed letting some
101 zrade off for a week to join a trek to the Hig ghlands, on the grﬁund that they
vould misg some of this '0' grade nork in history. HNormally we feel free to
gend flré% and second year oupils out on these treks, but SED pressure is making
thig lncreaSLngly difficult. An inspector susgested uhat the pressure should go
on in the lxet year if ve art to "get resulis. . This.appliés to all Scotland.

I'q like to give another example. Last May a youngz teacher took a party
of ten girls .aged thlrtocn and fourtean for a week at Rannoch. Some wers loud-
mouthed and foulwmouthed and sexually experienced. Our industrial society,
offering for,their1leisure'endeSS hoﬁrs in cafes ligteéning to records, is
foreing them. intn a.too-eaxiy sophisticaﬁion-aﬂd preoccupation with zex. At
Rannoch they clinbed trees and identified gold-crests and .wabched looping cater-
pillars and spent much tine just playing in the Dall Burm.. But whén'they
roturned they had. becone'(tenporarilﬁ)IChilﬁren again. The Scottish Bducation
Bcpartment is always.asgking how mch information. they have acqulred, not undor~
gtanding the harm we do them vhen we don't give them a chance to play in. the
urn, ) . .

Taking o lead from the 5D, the County Council have also failed to‘unﬂer?
stand. thesc values. A councillor said that all we were doing WQS'faking-puﬁils
fof'"pionics in the hills" and inferrunting their real education.,  When we
proposed that senior pupils as. part of their technical education, should help
in the renovalion of Inverlair one coun01llor said we'd be putiing nghland
carventers out of work and unother objected to thls uge of "child 1abour". ¥hat
can the Highland Board to do help overcome these attitudes? Interviewwd on -
Panorauns. thie week Mrs. Gendhi said that if she were to become Prime Minister
of India one of the things she would emphasise would be "education in its
widest sense, that is, openness to new ideas." That applies to the development
of the Highlands of ucotlan& just as much as to the development of India.

In industry, private and nationalised alike {National Coal Board, British
Alumlnlum9 the Forestry Commissicn) we have found a flexibility of outlook, a
sense of social responsibility and a readinces to help. (I'd like particularly .
to mention Hr. Garrnw, Head Forester gt Ramnoch, who has understood the intent~
ion of our work and given us unfailing support. One of our pupils {on probation)
damaged trees, annoyed animals, destroyed. a-cane.chair and tlew up a petrol drum.
I went with some tropidation to discuss it with Mr. Garrow, wondering if he
would angrily suggest the termination of our tenancy of a Forestry Commission
cottage. He gaid, "Thease are the very boys who'll benefit most from a period
st Ranmoch. We'll cope.™)

4, Conclusgion

The Highlands have much more to offer to Scottich children than merely
centres/
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centres for Outwand Bound courses.” To an increasing extent counties will be
taking over Highland lodges as Outuard Bound centres and that is a sood thing,
But i% is to under~eztimate the contribution that the Highlands cen make to the
developnont of Jcobtish children. e want to do very ruch nore than that. We
want to revitalise Scottish educotion snd few parts of the world offér sush
opportunities for bringing up children zs the Scottish Highlands. We <an use
the Highlands as a rescarch labowstory for z pilot experiment in how to bring
up children (and that includes cducating a generation who will kmow how o
address themselves to the problem of restoring life %o the Highlands). In this
school we don't lmow the anzwers to the mein IIighland problems., We do susgeat ™
how an onergetic effort to find those enswers (qnu in the process the answers
to many othex problems) mizht be initiated. 4 it cxists, Scottish Rdusation
ig abstract; but children think in terms of concrete thlags. In the school
we have rools of the ancient Culedonian forest taken out of bogs in Rannoch at.
2,500 feet chove sea level. - e want fto put the question to our pupile, 'Trees
grev there before. Can they be mode to grow again?' Long ago Highland fields
supported and were fertilised by cattle; can the Great Glen experiments succecd
in cther rmarginal lends? But educational work of thig smcope can only be done
intensinly. It can be done only if the opportunities offered hy Inverlair are
integrated fully with the classroom work of one individual school, vhose staffl
haz voltnteered for experinental vorle of this nature. 1In Brachead wé have
recruited such a staff. This work is zs much on the frontiers as experimental .
wozrk in nuclear physics or jet propulsion or antibiotics, and it demands. free-
dor from preconcéived ideas on education., We have such a staff. The opvosition
to their work is trenendous; a breakthrough in any sphere of human activity is.
bound to be attenied by such opposition. At the noment the biggest danger .
threatening the continuetion of this worlt is the possibility that this school
will be nerged with the local -acadenic senior secondary school. The closing
of this school will set back experimental vork in education in Scotland by at
least & decade, because other schools working along similsr lines snd other
individual teschersg will realisze thet the pressures are at present too great to.
offer ruch hope of success. We believe thabt our success can add to the strength
of the Highlands Development Boaxrd because we are helping to modify traditional
attitudes. The hope of the Doard is vltimately in the next generation, that is
to say, our pupils. If their ideag remein as rigidly traditional as those of
their parents, the Boarl's succesgs will be superficial, having no depth of soil.
Therefore we ask the Board's help, The main help they can give us at this ’
gtaze ig to come cut mublicly in support of ue, to say that they back this worlk
ag o pilot experiment, In uwo years, if thCJ fecl that this pilot experiment
has justified itself we would hope that they would suppert ue finaneially. For
he pressnt, e have g distinguished and influential Truuteeo Committee who
hope fo ralse funds to get Inverlair joing
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APPENDIX E
CONSULTATION ON THE NEED FOR RURAL STUDIES
" at Scottish Churches' House, Dunblane

14th to 15tk lay 1966

The follov;nf toock partq

Mr. W. Mltchell, st -of Scotland College of M:c‘lcultures Clasmow.
Mrs, W. McDiarmid, Scottish Women's Rural Institutes, Orlelf Parthshire.

. Mr. S, Bowden, Hamilton College of Bducation.
"Mrs. 8, Bowden, Hamilton College of Zducation.

Mr. P, Williamson, Jordanhill College of Lducation.

Mr. A. Richardson, Dundee College of Education.

Mr. G.C, Morrison; Scottish Education Dept., Braehead, Bulter.

Mr. P.E, Durham, Highlands and Tsglands Development Board, Inverness.

‘Mr. B.J. Ashley, Moray House College of Bducgtion, Holyrood Road, Edinburgh 8,.

Dr. J.A. Coull, Dept. of ueography, hberdeen- University.

Mr. G.A, Mllno, National Farmer's Union of Scotland.

Mr. J. Rogers, Nowcastle University, Research Unit on Rural Aagustment, '
Mr. M.A.M. Dickic, Scottish Council of Social Services, 10 Alva Street, Edinburgh.
Mr. il. Logan, Young Farmer's Club, Pardurine Farm, Rosewell, I‘;ﬁidlothian°
Miss AM.Y, Hiller, Youpg Parmer's Clubs, Kellie Castle, Pitteaweam, Fife.
Miss J.L. Rose, Dept. for Rural Development, 5t. Andrews House, Edinburgh.
Hr. DG, Marwick, Seottish Bduecation Dept., B5t. Androws House, DBdinburgh.
Rev. Dr. I.M. Fraser, Varden of Scottish Churches' House, Chairmen.

In the time of residence, three main sessions were possible.

The first session started with an introduction. An interest on the part

of the Scottish Association of Young Farmers! Clubs in dizcovering what was

happening to young people in rural areas so that they might restructure their
organisgtion to give relevant service met up with an interest on the part of the
Churches in distinguishing the basic features of rural change so that they too

ight act on a basis of knowledge.~ At a certain point these had been. related.
to the F.i.0. study on chanzes in rural arcas affecting youth in ﬂuropeg and
contact was being kept with Dr. Yanz in Rome so that any work done in Scotland
might be rclated to this wider work.

Mentlon was made of the bibliography of existing material ﬁthh had proved
o be so valuable in 1t&elf, and which, it was hoped, would be added to and
made much more complete.

The Young Farmers! Clubs Memborshln Survey and Dr. thtleaohn'° assessment
of the 1nformatlon it provided were given attention. :

The purpose of mecting was to flnd whether an adequate controlling centre
for pursuing the study mizht be found. The cxisting small committee had done .
a useful job in clearing the ground. . . From minutes and correspondence it could
be seen that both Mr. Gregor and Dr. Praser understood their work to be’
preparatory and conbrlbutoryv and felt that the central direction must now be

" provided by some other body fully equipped to do so.. Professional expertise

and a scerctariat were now required, if even thet cxisting matcvial which had
been set out in the bibliography and which lay to hand in bodies like the
Scottish Council of Social Services, were to bz given adequate attention.
Till this kind of work was bégan we would not evcn know what the 1mportant
questions were. - - . .

It coame out in discussion that hll the bodles ‘which HATES, from one angle
or another, concerned with changes in rural areas especially as they affectod
youth, lacked the basic knowledge which could be. provided by surveys, against
which a check insights and form policies. The concentrﬂthﬂ of University
8001ologx/




B.2

Sociology Depariments on uxrban matters was clear: but it was also pointed out
that there was some soclological work being done on rural change, and that, in
any case, sociology was o discipline which could be applied as readily to ruxal
as to urban studies. It was a pity that the existing programmes were so
concentrated on urban areas that it looked ag if there wos little likelihood

of getting adequate concentration on. change affecting rural areas for some years.

A gertain amount of useful work could be done by a committee if people
from the necessary ficlds of knowledse and expericence were ropresonted on its
but what seemed to be called for, in the case which drew us together, was.
specific investimation undertaken in a disciplined way.  Work could also be
farmed out to different bodics once the boedy was found which could hold all the
strings together, S

The guestion was raised several times whether, ot the root of all this
concern, there was some conviction that there u“lotLu o grave moral problem or
a social problem in regard to the life of young people in rural areas. In.
answer to this it was said that what faced uws 2ll was 2 sheer lack of knowledge.
The instance was given from Newcastle of an agricultural labour forxce which had
been found to be declining between the ames of 16 and 21 - in a coge like this
what one bhasically needed to know was simply why interest in agriowlture fell
off and decline took place. Studies were needed on the cconomic bases for
education. There scemed to be a foolproof case educationally for concentrating
on larger schools and drawing youny people away from country areas to attend thoem:
but, in Northern Norway, the populetion had increased from 100,000 to 400,000
in conditions very similar to those obteining in Scotland, und gducation had not
been centralised in the same way. Those were but indications of ways in which
we Were quite often committed to planning with an insufficient check on thé
realities, in the terms of.which we should plan. . e alse fend to rely too much
on academic research, when the resesrch which is most needed is that which can
be directly related to policies.

In the sceond session the company looked at a number of bodies in which the
central direction and rOgnonSlbllltJ for studies night be located.

Mr. Dickic mentioned his interest in sclf-surveys, which could provide
good basic technical information from pilot areas, and also lead to rescarch.in
depth - which could take advantage of the indications thus prov1ded re what
questions were basic,

It was pointed out that a Training Colloge like Moray House could be
committod to work in this geoneral field, but it would have to be in o specific
ares within its own sducational concern, Many bodies might be willing to do
this, the wholc area of concern being covered thoreby.

The possibilitics looked at were as follows:

(a)  The Highlands apd Islands Development Board.  The Board was faced

© with such immediate responsibilities and was so young in its life,
that it should be thought of as a receiving body to take adventage of
studies and use them 1n framlng its omm policies, rather thon in initiating
studies. : : .

(b) The Scottish Council of Social Service offered a posgible home.

The main difficulty was that, with its present finance and personnel
fully occupied, a development of steff and of office facilities would need
to be envisageds %nd this would t%kc time and require new finance. '

(¢) A Government Department was considercd. It was thought that such
a department, being responsible to a minister and existing to carry
out his policies not the policies of such as oursclves, could not appropriately
be thought of as the controlling body, ulthough various dopartmento could
give needed hgln at specific UOlnts.

(8)/
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these, a: bagis of: factval knowledge of natteras of change’is neaded.

Qd). A ﬁOCLaJ Seience Facuity in 2 Universily was next looked at. 1h;r¢
: wag  sone questicn dbout whethér ‘Huch o Faculby in one Unlvorolty
could ‘pproprlatoly take directing responsibility for work, some of which
would be done in other Universitiez. Dz, Coull said that, in practice,
there need be no great difficulty in this: work they had done in Aberdeen

) jointly with Glasgow University was so clearly to the mutual benefit of both

Universities, that.no vr.de was touched at all, Dr, Littlejohn had indicated

possibilities in regard 1o the Faculty of Social Scimnce of Zdinburgh University

whloh might be ;ollowad P -

. (o) The {1Lbr,nd0n100unci1' was looked at as a body set up for the
kind of purpode in which we were inbcrested. It was in itself

not cquipped for this type of project: bub could bring in from the oub-
'side the ncecessary expertise to conduct and cc-ordinate the work. It
was specifically concorned with chenging conditions as they affect young
paople and had- run three regional conforences in which a basic handlcap
had roved to be the sheer lack of careful checked information which ha
plagucd us all - smo they were well aware of this neced.

In the final session. careful thought was given to possibilities
provicugly brouzht under reviev.

Tt was thought that the Kilbrandon Council, a University Faculty, and the
Scottish Council of Social Scrvice offered the best possibilitics as potential
controlling bodics. The Chairman should teks this further by establisiing
direct contact.

It would be a naw factor in the s;bunflon if Stirling University were to
set up a department on rural studies or give its social science work such a
bent of rural conceéra as mizht give a lead to th wholo country, redréssing
the balance titled too mach one way. ' ' .

A8 a result of the consuliation the following.memorandum_was produced:
T NE3D_FOR_ACTION

Substantial change is taking place in the 1life of Scotland - economic,
social, educationsl efe; and deliberate plamning is being undertaken to bring
change about. To estimate effects and promote relevent policiez in regard to

“There is o lack of data. Representatives of & variety” of bodies which
have been brought into cur discussion (see list uftachod) have found, whatever
theilr intercst in change in rural areas, that at some point they are held up for
nant of accurato factual knowledge.  The committee, couprising representatives

5t. Andrews House, Kdinburgh University, the Scottish Council of Social Servioce,
hhe Seottish Associabion of Young Parmers ! Clubs, and the §.3.C.V. Y.0. are
uonVJ.nced that it iz wrgent that studies be wndertaken to prov1de this knowledgeo

The preuont comuittee has besen able to investigate this situation from a
mmber of angles. 1% has propared a bibliography of existing material which it
hopes will be added to and made comprehcnsive. It has taken account of the
Young Farmers' Clubs membership survey. It is willing to continue in being for
as long as may be required te hand over fthe fruits of its work and save another
body from having to go through all the processes afresh. But it is convinced
that ite work wms bazically proparatory and that now it must be handed on.

Lf the vWork needed to provide the daua required is to be undertaken adequately,
there must be a conbrolling and co-ordinating body which undertakes overall
responsibility, farming out work to othor bodies which heve a particular interest
in particular studies and calling on the help of specialiszts. The context of
the work would need to be rural change in general, even though the particular
cﬁicifn is how thig affects youth. Already we are assured that organisations
whic
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which have been contacted, individuals, and in particular Newcastle University
in its programme of research into adjustment to rursl changs, are willing to be
related to these gtudies and offer parficular forms of contribution. The fislds
of planning, cducation, social services, community service, etc. would nced to bo
linked with work of Government Departments.

We would suggest that vhich ever body might act as a sponsoring body, an
expert commitice chaired by someone like the head of the Udiversity Faculty or
a person prominent in research would need to be convened to give the necessary
professional devotion to studies,  Alternatively it might be desirable o
appoint an individual dircector with an adequate secretariat (and an expert
committee) who was provided wlith adequate resources to undertake a large scale
“rogect and/br co-ordinate the individual projects of separate institutions.

The work already collated in the bibliography could be assessed. Qut of this
there might emerge some clarity about the gaps which exist in knowledge, the
main questions to raise, the rosoarch naedad, tho re=surveying which might be
profitable, eto,

It was thought that a good case could bhe made out for presentation to trusts,
interested industrics etc. There could be this basis of approach:

(1) Different parties, when they were dealing with matters concerning

rural changes, had found themselves frustrated by want of data. What
is proposed is not academic studies but gtudies which r*ould be immediately
related to plans end policies.

{2) In the present situation of preoccupation with urban studics, one

large assault mlbhi mean a roorientation of inberest in universitics
and colleges, which would have the effect of a better balance in future
programming between urban and rural studies. That ie finance provided at
this point for three or four years of work, might tip The scales and mean
that rural change roceived adequate attention in future.

(3) Tt was noted, thet certain trusts were interested in work which might

also be applicable %o dQVOloping countries overseas in their need to
cope with rural change. fiis factor should be kept in mind, since the .
studies cenvisaged would probably fit in wvery well with the interests of
such trusts,

From other sources it might be possible to get Linance for parfticular
parts of the work e.g. from the Carnegie Universitiecs Trust one might get support
for research workers, and from the Development Commission support for particular
projects in which they themsclves were interested.

A particular approach should be made to Stirling University in support of
feeleors already put out, pointing out that work done on rural studies could
provide a fresh contribution fo the life of Scotland. It would be most fitting
should a new uvniversity supply this felt want, at a strategic time in the nationts
history.
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